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Synopsis

Following a detailed introduction to the world of messianic ideology and its significance in Jewish
history, The Messiah Texts traces the progress of the messianic legend from its biblical beginnings
to contemporary expressions.Renowned scholar Raphael Patai has skillfully selected passages
from a voluminous literature spanning three millennia. Using his own translations from Hebrew,
Aramaic, Arabic, Latin, and other original texts, Patai excerpts delightful folk tales, apocalyptic
fantasies, and parables of prophetic power. All are central to the understanding of a magnificent
heritage. patai also investigates the false messiahs who have appeared throughout Jewish history,
the modern Messiah-influenced movements such as reform Judaism and Zionism, and the
numerous reasons put forth by the various branches of Judaism as to why the Messiah has not yet

appeared.
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Customer Reviews

The Messiah Texts traces the progress of the messianic legend from its biblical beginnings to

contemporary expressions.

Raphael Patai (1911-1996) was a prominent cultural anthropologist, historian, and biblical scholar of
international reputation. He was the author of more than three dozen books on Jewish and Arab

culture, history, politics, psychology, and folklore.



Very useful for Jewish Roots studies for traditional Jews, Messianic Jews, and people like myself (I

am a conservative evangelical with great interest in Jewish Roots).

This is a one stop shop for all Jewish texts related to the Messiah. The author gives a very good
historical introduction and then he divided the texts into themes. Even if you do not share some of
the author’s opinions, you cannot but be awed by the tremendous amount of work he put in, going
through hundreds of works and probably thousand of pages to identify these texts. | will look for

other books from this author and highly recommend it to anyone interested in the subject.

A very big help for my personal researching and study.It’s very clear and easy to read. | recomad it

for those who love truth.Thank you

Excellent source of diverse information. SHOULD HAVE BEN TRANSLATED INTO SPANISH.

so much to learn here

If a student of the Bible this book adds to your depth of learning. It's fantastic

Remarkable study by true scholar of Semitic languages.

This is a must have for those interested in the development of ancient Jewish thought concerning

the Messiah. Jews as well as Christians will find this book useful.
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